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My Spanish Family
The first evening we met the families who offered us hospitality. My 
family was the Avila Vidal. They welcomed me with open arms, they put 
me at ease and they loved me like a daughter . I am a Muslim girl and for 
this reason I can’t  eat any meat from the supermarket. Mister and Mrs. 
Avila bought it for me from a Muslim butcher. This act of kidness really 
impressed me and made me realize that I was important to them. 

This family has two daughters, Anna and Gloria. Gloria is the younger, 7 
years old, and she is a solar, sweet, cute and overactive child. She likes 
horses and on the last day we went horseriding. It was great because it 
was my first time. I had a wonderful time together with my little Gloria. 
She drew a picture for me,  which showed me her love, and we exchanged 
some shells. I miss her since I think of her as the little sister I have 
never had. 

                                                                                                Khaoula



Reales Alcázares of Seville On 1st February we went to the beautiful Real 
Alcázar palace, which is the monument that I liked  
most.

It’s a very big royal abode with a lot of decorations 
in different styles. It was built by an Almohad caliph 
in the 10th century and it’s renowned as one of the 
most beautiful palaces in Spain, mainly for its 
architectural style, the Mudéjar.

I really appreciated this style together with the  
Arabian decorations and the fountains in the 
middle of the courtyards.

Walking  along its courtyards was like going back 
to the the Arabian period.  The silence and the 
gentle murmur of the water made me feel calm and 
relaxed.

Alessandra 
                                                                           

The Courtyard of the Maidens



The Alcázar Gardens
I was amazed by the nature of that place: there were a lot of orange trees and palms.                                          
My friends and I walked through a maze and we lost the way out. It was really fun and it was like being  in a 
fairytail. I was also surprised by the spectacular, riflective, freshwater baths of Doña Maria de Padilla.

Nicole



The Giralda

First we visited the cathedral and 
then we went up to the bell tower, 
called The Giralda, which is made up 
of 34 ramps. Going up to The Giralda 
is a little bit tiresome but when you 
arrive at the top the  spectacular 
view  makes you forget the climb.
We took some photos of the Spanish 
guys and us and made friends.

From the top of the bell tower you 
can see   the whole city and it’s an 
amazing view.

Staying there is indescribable, it’s 
very relaxing, it gives you a feeling of 
freedom and you it seems to you to 
dominate the city at a glance.

                                                                                     
Gloria



TORRE DEL ORO

On our first day, we visited a lot of places, 
but one of them caught my attention : the

“Torre del Oro”, the Golden Tower.
I really enjoyed this monument, it is 

absolutely majestic and is in harmony with 
the landscape.

When we were on the top of the tower (36 
meters high), we enjoyed a  beautiful view of 

a big part of the city and it was really 
amazing!

                       Giorgia



A Walk along the River
One of my favourite moments in Sevilla was when we 

walked along the river Guadalquivir.
Everything was so quiet and harmonius. 

In this situation I grew close to a lot of new friends.
We mainly spoke English and Spanish  and we  took 

plenty of nice photos.
The background was wonderful like the new friends we 

were making.

Giorgia



Córdoba
On Tuesday we went to Còrdoba, a wonderful 
city from all points of view,                                                                       
full of parks and historical landmarks, which 
leave you speechless.

Còrdoba used to be one of the principal cities in the 
western world and  the biggest metropolis in Western  
Europe. Today it has a modern commercial centre, but 
what I found interesting was walking through the old 
clobbled streets of the city near the river, peek through 
the half-closed doors and see fresh flowers and beautiful 
tiled fountains.

Agata



The Mezquita-Catedral
Cordoba mosque-cathedral is one of the most 
important monuments of Islamic architecture in 
Spain, and it is also the most emblematic example 
of Muslim art from the Omeya period . It was built 
in 785 and  it was expanded during the dominations 
of the Arab Emirate and the Caliphate.  In 1238, 
with the Christian reconquista , the mosque was 
transformed into a cathedral and was consacrated.

This place left me speechless. It was a unique 
experience, especially for me because I'm Muslim. 
I was entranced and very happy.

                                                                           Khaula



The Mezquita-catedral
A really wonderful place, a mixture of architectural styles, lights and shadows, different cultures and, most of all, 
Muslim and Christian world.  It is like stepping into another era.  It is really hard to describe what you feel inside 
the mosque. The forest of columns is so sensational to leave you breathless.

Agata



What impressed us 
particularly  were the legends 
about two columns.

The first one is about a 
Muslim prisoner, chained to a 
column, who with his nails 
scratched and drew a cross. 
Jesus appeared to him and 
the Muslim converted himself 
to Christianity.

The second legend is about 
another column; it says that if 
you hug this particular pillar 
and you make a wish, this will 
(hopefully!) come true.

Agata y Khaoula

The Legendary Columns



The Street of the Flowers
“The Game in Cordoba”

In Córdoba we visited the Street of the 
Flowers. It’s a narrow blind  and pedestrian 
street and it ends in a small square; it’s one 
of the most visited and  most photographed 
streets in this city .

We visited it in small groups  made up of an 
Italian girl, a German girl and a Swedish girl 
with their Spanish mates and we played a 
“game”: we had to take photos of typical 
monuments and of a citizen of Cordoba and 
we had to find out about the name of a 
typical dish.

I really enjoyed  the game but above all, in 
this way I could know better the other girls 
and I saw a lot of things in the city.

Gloria



Churros Churros is a tipical pastry of the Iberian and South America cuisine. They 
are made and sold in specialised shops called churrerías.

They are generally in the shape of prisms, and may be straight, curled or 
spirally twisted. Sometimes they can be stuffed or covered with sugar, 
chocolate or dulche de leche.

They’re are eaten for breakfast or as a snack, with a hot chocolate cup or 
coffee with milk.

I had never eaten churros before and I have to say that is one of the best 
pastries that I’ve ever eaten, especially with chocolate.

Alessandra



                              The Lone Palm Tree

While we were waiting for entering 
Cordoba cathedral, I sat on the ground 
of its beautiful patio, surrounded by 
orange trees. 

When I stood  up to have a look around, 
I saw a lone palm tree towering in the 
middle of the orange trees. It seemed 
to be waiting for me

                                                                                                                            
Benedetta 



The Plaza de España
On Wednesday, 3th February, we went to the Plaza de España, the landmark I liked  most in Seville. It’s a very big 
semicircular square with a fountain in the centre, surrounded by some buildings and a canal,  so you can visit the 
square taking a boat trip along the canal or if you like on a carriage with horses (which is very common ).

The Square has bright colours that under the sun create a really beautiful effect that leaves you speechless.

I  liked this stunning place for  its architecture and for its special structure made up of bridges, arches and tiled 
benches. 

Gloria



In the afternoon we reached  the wonderful 
Plaza de Espana. It is a spectacular huge and 
semicircular square that leaves you breathless.  
It was built for the Ibero-American Exposition 
held in Seville in 1929 and It represented the 
embrace of Spain to its colonies.

The square is surrounded by a canal and 
beautiful bridges decorated with ceramic tiles 
and you can take a boat trip to visit it. Every 
year thousands of turistis visit  this site, a 
place to live that has become an integral part 
of the city. I was really struck by this square, 
especially at the sunset when the reflection of 
the light was fantastic.

                                                 Daniela

The Plaza de España



Plaza de España

The most beautiful square I 
have ever seen! When I took 
this photo I wanted to 
capture the square from an 
original viewpoint. The 
patterns on the stairs are so 
interesting and hypnotic 
that you can't miss them.

Benedetta



The Beach of Matalascañas
- Doñana -

Thursday, February, 4th: in the morning we reached the 
beach by bus.                                                                                                             
Siville’s people are used to going to Matalascanas’s beach on 
the West coast. We had to walk fifteen minutes and then to 
climb down from a cliff  with a rope to get to the beach. It 
was very exciting. The hike lasted three hours and we walked 
for 11 kilometres together with our nice Spanish friends .The 
beach sand was fine and white, surrounded by pine forests 
and dunes and there was no wind. The beach gave me peace 
and serenity. The smell of the sea and its blue waves 
reminded me of summer holidays, swimming and sunbathing.             

                                                                                                    
Daniela



Playa de Matalascañas - Doñana
 After a two hours’ coach journey  and a 30 minutes’ walk, this is the view which appeared in front of me.

An extention of fine white sand, the ocean and nothing else. I felt happy and suddenly I was really relaxed. I could 
only  think about peace and serenity.
We walked for 13 kilometres on a beautiful and desert beach, making friends.
I think that day was the best one, not only because the landscape was amazing but also because the sea and its
smell  made me lose the sense of time and it seemed as if it were already summer.

Nicole



The Beach, the Ocean and Friends!

What can you desire more than the beach, the 
ocean and some friends?

The ocean was the main feature of the 
landscape, the beach was the frame of the 
ocean and my friends were my travel mates 
with whom I shared unforgettable moments.

Benedetta



El flamenco
Today, flamenco is  a part of the culture and musical tradition of 
whole Spain, especially in historic cities like Seville.                                                                                                           

On Friday evening I saw my first Falmenco show, presented by the 
Academy Manuela Povea, at Bellavista theater.                                   
The women's clothes were very brightly colored, with red white 
black or blue flouncies.Thy were ankle length and tight at the 
waist, to fall down more widely towards the feet. It is a dance for 
all ages, in fact there were both children and adults. The music was 
a mixture of guitar, vocals and clapping. At first I liked it because 
it was new for me, but it was a bit long.               

Daniela



Solomillo al whisky

The dish I enjoyed  most in Psin was the “Solomillo with 
Whisky”. The first time I tasted  was in a restaurant the 
last night I spent in Seville.
At the very begin I didn’t want to try it, but my Spanish 
friends persuaded me.
There were a lot of “tapas” that could be found in Seville, 
but in my opinion the best one was the “Solomillo”.
It isn’t hard to prepare and that’s why I’ve cooked it 
several times with my mother at home.

Nicole



The Barbecue

One of the most intense moments 
was the barbecue we had with our 

Spanish friends,before leaving. 
Everybody was really sad for our 

departure. We spent a lot of 
beautiful moments together and 
we didn’t want that lunch was the 

last one.

Giorgia



Friendship “Friendship” is the word that accompanied me for all the 
trip. I spent the funniest moments with my mates. We knew 
each other better and I strengthened my friendship with 
some of them.

I think you can’t spend unforgettable moments in your life 
without friends, who are an indispensable part of everyone. 
They are an essential part for me, too.

Each one with their own personality, flaws and qualities  
made a marvelous puzzle.

The Italian girls together with the Spanish, German and 
Swedish guys have made this trip so special that it will stay 
in my heart for the rest of my life.

“As with any journey, who you travel with can be more 
important than your destination”.

Alessandra



Ana  is the older sister. We are the same age and we established a unique friendship. I am very shy and she did 
everything to make me feel good. She is a girl who doesn't give up easily, she is  strong, open and I admire her very 
much. She loves taking pictures and I think  she should attend a photography course and pursue her passion. I hope 
our friendship may last and get stronger and stronger in the future. Ana introduced me to a lot of friends and I don’
t know how to put into words what I felt.  It was one of the few times I felt accepted for what I am, without having 
to prove anything to anybody. It is different from  Italy. 

In the evening we all gathered in a park to stay together and this was one of the things that I liked most. I love 
people from Seville!

Khaoula

Friendship



A unique journey

A journey you wish it would never end. It has been a great experience, which I recommend to everyone. I will never 
forget the friendliness and spontaneity of the people who welcomed us. I’m surprised that my Spanish has improved 
so much after only one week; I have realized  how different Spanish society is compared to the Italian one. Spain is 
a beautiful country, with very nice customs and a great culture.

Agata



The trip we made in Spain was one of the best experiences in my life. It was an honor and a privilege to know a 
lot of people who showed us their love and affection from the first day we met. With our  new friends we 
laughed, joked and shared many unforgettable moments, which have helped us to get to know each other and 
even ourselves. In fact, we have grown a lot. This trip has made us change our point of view on the world around 
us. It has helped us strengthen our opinions, our minds and the way we are.

Khaoula

AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE


